STATE OF INDIANA)
                             SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Council President Larry Moss called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, October 3, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.  Council members present were Larry Moss, John Nicoson, Dave Amerman, Jason Britton, Jackie Mitchell, Jason Thomas, and Pat Heffner.  Auditor Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings, to wit:
Dave Amerman led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the opening prayer by Larry Moss.
A motion to approve the September 6, 2022, regular meeting minutes, and September 12, 2022, special meeting minutes was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Dave Amerman.  Motion carried 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

Larry Moss read the following:


COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

  
   Aye
    Nay

COUNTY GENERAL                      
Requested



Other Services & Charges
$ 200,000.00



7
       


LOIT PUBLIC SAFETY

           
Requested



Other Services & Charges
$ 15,000.00



7
       


DRUG FORFEITURE FUND                   
Requested



Other Services & Charges
$ 2,000.00



7
       


 Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd day of October, 2022. 

AYE
NAY

Larry Moss /s/         
                                  
   















Jason Britton /s/                          











Jason Thomas /s/

                               









Jackie Mitchell /s/                                  









John Nicoson /s/













Dave Amerman /s/
              











Pat Heffner /s/                                










Members of the Clay County Council 

ATTEST: Jennifer M Flater /s/



    Jennifer Flater, Clay County Auditor   

Emily Clarke explained the $5,000.00 from County General is to assist with invoices for juvenile and physiological testing for the numerous court cases she has had this year. Paul Sinders explained the $150,000.00 is to cover the jail utilities for the remainder of 2022. It is difficult to guess how much utilities will cost and this year everything has really gone up in price. Josh Clarke explained the request for $ 45,000.00 from County General is to cover the cost of jail medical for the remainder of 2022. The rising cost of medical procedures and staff. Josh also explained the request for $ 15,000.00 from LOIT Public Safety is to cover the rising gas cost for the remainder of 2022. Josh stated the $ 2,000.00 from the Drug Forfeiture Fund is to cover the drug buy money for the remainder of 2022. Motion to approve the additional appropriations as presented was made by Dave Amerman and seconded by Jackie Mitchell. Motion carried 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF CASA GRANT RENEWAL

Sarah Tellechea, with CASA, presented the State Matching Grant and Capacity Building Grant for $21,184.00 (Matching Grant) and $9,081.00 (Capacity Building Grant). These are the same grants the County has had for several years. The grant is effective January 1, 2023 thru December 31, 2023. This a county matching grant with the match coming from salaries and office space.

Motion to approve the CASA grant as presented for 2022 was made by Jason Britton and seconded by John Nicoson. Motion carried 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE 2022-15
ORDINANCE 2022-15
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees, for the fiscal year 2022. 
Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
COUNTY GENERAL



CASA

P/T CASA Staff Advocate




$ 873.00 Per Year

P/T CASA Marketing





$ 624.00 Per Year

Guardian-Ad-Litem CASA




$ 1294.60 Per Year    

Effective October 3rd, 2022.  Presented to the Clay County Council this 3rd day of October, 2022.  Approved by the following aye and nay vote. 

AYE





NAY

Jason C Thomas /s/
                                          
   















 Larry Moss /s/                            











Jason Britton /s/                                            









Jackie Mitchell /s/
                       









John Nicoson /s/













 Dave Amerman /s/                      
         










Pat Heffner /s/                                 










Members of the Clay County Council 

ATTEST: 

Jennifer M Flater /s/


Jennifer Flater, Clay County Auditor   
Jennifer presented Ordinance 2022-15 Amended Salary Ordinance explaining the CASA Grant and this requires an ordinance for payroll purposes. Sarah Tellechea, with CASA, explained she had not asked for a raise the last couple of years and was requesting this ordinance for COLA purposes. 
Motion to suspend the rules was made by Dave Amerman and seconded by John Nicoson. Motion carried 7-0.

Motion to approve Ordinance 2022-15 as presented was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Jason Britton. Motion carried 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF 2022 EMPG COMPETITIVE GRANT
Jennifer Flater presented the 2022 EMPG Competitive Grant for $20,000.00. Jennifer stated this is a no county match grant and will start October 1, 2022 thru September 30, 2023. The maximum amount is $20,000.00 and this will be used for a backup system for IT Director to use offsite to protect our data. 

Motion to approve the 2022 EMPG Competitive Grant as presented was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Jackie Mitchell. Motion carried 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF JON FORD PRESENTATION

Jon Ford gave a presentation on the housing industry and stated by 2050 the area could see a decrease of 6.5% in our population. Some Counties in our region do not have senior housing. Jon asked how we can keep people in our area what are the reasons they leave. In the last 5 years there have only been 34 permits for new homes in Brazil City. Jon stated 56% of high school graduates said they would not remain in the area.  Thrive West will be doing a housing study and Jon will provide the data to Council when it is completed. 

IN THE MATTER OF BROWN JUG HOLDINGS, LLC TAX ABATEMENT

Lou Presented Resolution 2022-11 A Resolution of the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area within Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose of a Real Property Tax Abatement Brown Jug Holdings, LLC for Brown Jug Holdings LLC real property tax abatement. The approximate cost of the building will be $11,280,000.00 with 20 new jobs with annual earnings of $790,000.00. This project will have a total investment of $20,100,000.00 in southern Clay County. Brian Burdick, with Barnes and Thornburg, LLC was also present to answer any questions. This abatement has a unique 10 year abatement with the first 5 years being at 100% then years 6 thru 10 go down by 10%. 
Motion to approve Resolution 2022-11 for 1st reading as presented was made by Dave Amerman and seconded by Jason Britton. Motion carried 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF PDF TAX ABATEMENT

Lou presented Resolutions 2022-12 A Resolution of the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area within Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose of a Personal Property Tax Abatement for PDF and 2022-13 A Resolution of the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose of a Real Property Tax Abatement for PDF. PDF has a current employment of 185 and will add 14 employees with this expansion. The personal property will cost approximately $3,000,000.00 and the real property will be $2,000,000.00.
Motion to approve Resolution 2022-12 for PDF with a Personal Property Tax Abetment for 10 years for 1st reading as presented was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Jackie Mitchell. Motion carried 7-0.

Motion to approve Resolution 2022-13 for PDF with a Real Property Tax Abetment for 10 years for 1st reading as presented was made by Jason Britton and seconded by Dave Amerman. Motion carried 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF BUDGET ADOPTIONS
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Motion to approve all 5 budget ordinances as presented was made by Dave Amerman and seconded by Jason Britton. Motion carried 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF OTHER COUNTY BUSINESS

Paul Sinders gave an update that the Commissioners had approved a quote for the storage building at the Highway Department and the quote is under budget.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Dave Amerman made a motion to adjourn seconded by Pat Heffner. Motion carried 7-0.

Members of the Clay County Council
Attest:

Clay County Auditor

